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Preparing Your Content for 
Takeoff with CSS
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Agenda
‣ -.' "#' ")/)"%#)0&1(21
‣ 3#1(4')&'5)6+&''('4
‣ !#7&' "(2)89:;
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Stephanie Sullivan
‣ W3Conversions - Web Standards and Accessibility Company

‣ Corporate Trainer, Consultant & sub-contractor for XHTML/CSS development

‣ Adobe Community Expert

‣ Co-Lead Adobe Task Force for Web Standards Project (WaSP)

‣ Partner - CommunityMX.com - web tutorial site

‣ Author - DW MX 2004 Magic, Web Developer’s & Designer’s Journal (formerly 
MXDJ), Adobe’s DevNet Center, and other web publications

‣ List Mom for WebWeavers & moderator for SEM 2.0

‣ Coming soon - Mastering CSS with Dreamweaver CS3 by New Riders - 
authored with Adobe’s Greg Rewis

‣ Contact - stef@w3conversions.com

3

mailto:stef@w3conversions.com
mailto:stef@w3conversions.com


Content – The Basics
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What is a Web Site?

‣ :&<=#"('4)2.' "#' "
‣ 6<.5*2")(' >.<7&"(.')&'5)1&+#1
‣ ?'>.<7&"(.'&+)2.' "#' "
‣ 9%#)@#A)1("#)IS)("1)2.' "#' "
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The Importance of Content

‣ 9%#)1('4+#)A(44#1")%#&5&2%#)(')-!!)A&1#5)5#1(4')(1)
2&*1#5)AB)"%#)C@<.'4 D)@.<=>+.@

‣ E.*)1%.*+5)always)A#4(')@("%)"%#)2.' "#' "
‣ 9%#)&2"*&+)5#1(4')1%.*+5)>.2*1).') presenting)"%#)

2.' "#' ")F)'.")>(""('4)"%#)2.' "#' ")(' ".)"%#)5#1(4'
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Content and SEO

‣ !$(5#<1)2<&@+('4)"%#)@#A)&<#)+..=('4)>.<)@.<51
‣ G#B)@.<51)&'5)1#&<2%)"#<71H)<#+&"('4)".)B.*<)

2+(#'"I1)2.' "#' "H)1%.*+5)A#)$+&''#5)><.7)"%#)
.*"1# ")&'5)*1#5)('J
‣ 9("+#)#+#7#'"
‣ 8#&5('41
‣ :&(')" #K")L3.'I")*1#)$<.'.*'1)> .<)=#B@.<51M

‣ !("#)7&$)1%.*+5)A#)$+&''#5)@("%)=#B)1#&<2%)
"#<71)(')7('5
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Planning and Mark up
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Logical Markup
‣ -.' "#' ")1%.*+5)A#)7&<=#5)*$)<#+&"('4)".)("1)

('%#<#' ")7#&'('4
‣ N)%#&5('4)1%.*+5)A#)&')%OH)%PH)%QH)%RSSS
‣ 9#K")1%.*+5)A#)(')6)#+#7#'"1
‣ ;(1"1)1%.*+5)A#)*1#5)L.<5#<#5H)*'.<5#<#5)&'5)

5#>('("(.'M
‣ 9%(1)(1)2&++#5)1#7&'"(2)7&<=*$S)?"I1)1(7$+B)"%#)

+.4(2&+)7#&'('4).>)"%#)#+#7#'")("1#+>S

T
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Document Flow

‣ 9%#)C>+.@D)(1)"%#)'&"*<&+).<5#<).>).22*<<#'2#)
.>)"%#)#+#7#'"1)@("%(')"%#)89:;

‣ U%#')@.<=('4)@("%)-!!)>.<)$&4#)+&B.*"H)"%#)
5.2*7#' ")>+.@)(7$&2"1)"%#),(1*&+)$.1("(.').>)
$&4#)#+#7#'"1)/)5#$#'5('4)*$.')"%#)7# "%.5)
.>)$.1("(.'('4

‣ 3.'I")>(4%")"%#)>+.@H)*1#)("V
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Create a Wireframe
‣ 3#2(5#)%.@)".)#7$%&1(W#)=#B)2.' "#' "
‣ 0#)+.4(2&+)&'5)2.'1(5#<)*1&A(+("B)&'5)

&22#11(A(+("B

OO
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WireFrame the Content
‣ )

OP
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Final Design
‣ )

OQ
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Cascading Style Sheets
The Real Power
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CSS Primer
‣ 9%#<#)&<#)"%<##)7&(')"B$#1).>)<*+#1)L.<)1#+#2".<1M

‣ 9B$#
• 3#>('#1)"%#)&$$#&<&'2#).>)every)('1"&'2#).>)&)4(,#')#+#7#' "

h1 {
 font: bold 1.4em Arial, Helvetica, sans-serif;
}

‣ -+&11
• 3#>('#1)"%#)&$$#&<&'2#).>)"%#)element ".)@%(2%)(")(1)&11(4'#5)L2&')A#)*1#5)<#$#&"#5+BM

.content {
 font-size: 1em;
 margin-right: 12px;
 margin-left: 12px;
}

‣ ?3
• 3#>('#1)"%#)&$$#&<&'2#).>)&)unique)#+#7#'").')"%#)$&4#

#navigation {
 background-color: #999999;
 width: 750px;
 border: 1px solid #000000;
}

‣ X&2%)<*+#)2.'1(1 "1).>)&)1#+#2".<)'&7#H)&)$&(<).>)2*<+B)A<&2=#"1)&'5)&")+#&1")
.'#)$< .$#<"BJ,&+*#)5#2+&<&"(.'
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Writing Efficient CSS

‣ U%&")7&=#1)-!!)7.< #)#>>(2(#'"Y
‣ -+&11),1)?3
‣ N, .(5)C2+&11("(1D)AB)*1('4)"B$#)&'5)5#12#'5&'")1#+#2".<1
‣ Z1#)1%.<"%&'5

‣ U%&")(1)&)5#12#'5&'")1#+#2".<Y

‣ ['& ,)&J+('=

‣ [2.' "#' ")S$.5)%O

‣ *+)*+)+(
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Divide the Design
‣ 0<#&=)"%#)5#1(4')('".)5(, 1)L5(,(1(.'1M

O\
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Understanding the Box Model

margin border

padding

Content within
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A quick demonstration of the Box Model
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Types of Positioning
‣ 9%#)>.*<)"B$#1).>)$.1("(.'('4)&, &(+&A+#)*1('4)-!!J

!" &"(2

• 9%#)5#>&*+")+.2&"(.').>)"%#)#+#7#'")(')"%#)5.2*7#' ")
>+.@

] #+&"(,#

• 9%#)#+#7#'"I1)$.1("(.')(1)<#+&"(,#)".)("1)$.1("(.')(')"%#)
5.2*7#' ")>+.@

NA1.+*"#

• N)C^ED)2..< 5('&"#)A&1#5)*$.')("1)$&<#' ")2.' "&('#<

_(K#5

• N)C^ED)2..< 5('&"#)A&1#5).')"%#),(#@$.<"
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A quick demonstration of Positioning 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Principles of Floating
‣ N)>+.&")7*1")A#)4(,#')&)@(5"%
‣ N)>+.&")7*1")A#)4(,#')&)5(<#2"(.'&+),&+*#).>)+#>").<)<(4%")

L"%#<#)(1)'.)".$).<)A."".7M
‣ ?>)B.*)@&' ")&)>+.&")".)&$$#&<)&+.'41(5#)&'."%#<)#+#7#'"H)(")

7*1 ")$<#2#5#)"%&")#+#7#'")(')"%#)1.*<2#).<5#<).>)"%#)
5.2*7#' "

‣ N)>+.&")'# , #<)2. , #<1)"#K").<)('+('#)(7&4#1
‣ N, .(5)*1('4)&)@(5"%).')&)A+.2=)#+#7#'")>.++.@('4)&)>+.&"`)

*1#)&)7&<4(').')"%#)1&7#)1(5#).>)"%#)>+.&")('1"#&5
‣ !('2#)&)>+.&")(1)"&=#')a.*").>)"%#)>+.@a).>)"%#)5.2*7#'"H)&)

>+.&")('1(5#)&'."%#<)2.' "&('#<)7*1")A#)2+#&<#5)(').<5#<)>.<)
"%#)$&<#' ")2.' "&('#<)".)#'2+.1#)(")$<.$#<+B
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A quick demonstration of Floating
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Beware of Float Drop

‣ X,(5#' ")@%#').'#)5(,)1"&<"1)A#+.@)"%#)+#, #+).>)"%#)
5(,)'# K")".)("

  Causes:
‣ ?7$<.$#<)7&"%).')B.*<)2.+*7'1
‣ N')#+#7#' "H)+(=#)&'))(7&4#H)"%&")(1)@(5#<)"%&')2&')

>(")(')"%#)1$&2#)$<. ,(5#5S)9%#)5(,)@(++)7., #)5.@')
*' "(+)(")2&')>(")'#K")".)"%#)>+.&"1S)

‣ Q$K)"#K")b.4)(')?'"#<'#")XK$+.<#<)L>(K#5)AB)4(,('4)
"%#)#+#7#'")%&1;&B.*"M
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Busting Bugs and Coding Problems

‣ ?1)(")<#&++B)&)A*4Y
‣ -.*+5)(")A#)&)2&12&5#)(11*#Y
‣ c&+(5&"#)B.*<)89:;)&'5)-!!)" .), #<(>B)"%#B)&<#)

".)1"&'5&<51)@("%)'.)#<<.<1
‣ ?"I1)1(7$+#<)".)2.5#)".)1"&'5&<51)L*1('4)&)

A<. @1#<)+(=#)_(<#>. K)".)"#1")&+.'4)"%#)@&BM)&'5)
%&2=)&1)'##5#5)>.<)?X
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Q&A
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Resources
‣ @@@S@Q2.' , #<1(.'1S2.7

L7B)$#<1.'&+)1("#)F)<#1.*<2#1)$&4#M
‣ @@@S2.77*'("B7 KS2.7

L., #<)PHOdd)"*".<(&+1M
‣ @@@S&5.A#S2.7e 4.e211&5,(1.<

L2.77*'("B F>#5)A*4)@(=(M

P\
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